= Menu  Q Search WWMM asignin [JETEETH

POWERED BY LAW.COM

Publication Law Topics Surveys & Rankings Cases & Verdicts People & Community Public Notice & Classifieds Legal Newswire Lean Adviser  All Sections

gEREE

Athletes Use Unique Position to Call for
Criminal Justice Reform

An ancient Chinese philosopher once opined that he wished to live in interesting times, and we certainly have that
opportunity.

By Angus Love June 22, 2018 at 01:54 PM
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An ancient Chinese philosopher once opined that he wished to live in interesting times, and
we certainly have that opportunity. One would think a mature society would lock to elder
statesmen and women, the professional class, esteemed academicians and leaders of the
business community for guidance and wisdom in serious matters impacting our society.
Due to a moral vacuum of our leadership, it has been left to athletes to speak up about
social unrest. Unfortunately we seem to be an entertainment-driven culture, with a reality

children with three different wives, and is a compulsive liar; he seems to lack a true moral
compass. Despair seems rampant as suicides are up 25 percent in recent years and opioid
deaths were up 21 percent last year. Thus it is left to those in the entertainment sector to
respond to the vacuum. Oddly enough athletes have stepped up to challenge—espedially
those concerning the criminal justice system. In the area of criminal justice, Trump's own
problems aside; he urges police to rough up suspects, brands immigrants as criminals as his
Attorney General Jeff Sessions calls for a return to the failed drug war, marijuana prohibition
and harsher prison sentences. All of these measures fall most heavily on people of celor
and the poor.

Many years ago, when | was a student, athletes were often looked down upon as dumb
jocks by fellow students. As a frustrated athlete wannabe, | felt sorry for them and thought
that the amount of time they had to invest in their athletic pursuits deprived them of the
time necessary to educate themselves about more worldly affairs. Now we see athletes
taking a leadership role in urging civic responsibilities and social change. Racism is often the
leading impetus fueling the movement. As many athletes are African-American, it makes
sense that they would step to the fore. So much for dumb jocks.

Recently our own Super Bowl champicn, the Philadelphia Eagles, have taken on this
important leadership role. Countless murders of African-Americans by the hands of police
have spurred Black athletes into action. The tragic death of Trayvon Martin began the call
for justice. The events of Ferguson, Missouri and more police killings were met with protest
from LeBron James, Steph Curry, Serena Williams and many ather Afro American superstar
athletes. Following in the tradition of Muhammad Ali, Betty Jean King, Olympic protesters
John Carlas and Tormmy Smith; athletes wore protest messages on their uniforms and spoke
out against racial injustice.

The events in Charlottesville, Virginia on Aug. 11 and 12 in 2017, spurred on another round
of dissent. The protesters marching in Charlottesville included white supremacists, white
nationalists, neo-Confederates, Klansmen, neo-Nazis, and various militias, Some of the
marchers chanted racist and anti-Semitic slogans, carried semi-automatic rifles, swastikas,
Confederate battle flags, and anti-Muslim and anti-Semitic banners. President Trump, rather
than condemn the protesters, said there were very good people on both sides. This touched
off a firestorm of criticism with athletes taking the lead. Colin Kaepernick started the
protests by refusing to stand for the Naticnal Anthemn. Once a star quarterback for the San
Francisco 49ers playing in the Super Bowl, he was soon out of a job. He is now suing the NFL
for collusion. Trump's comments about the protests led to more defiance. He called for the
"Sons of Bitches” to be fired and wondered why they were allowed to remain in the country.
Players and even the owners of NFL franchises soon joined in the growing Anthem protests.

Malcolm Jenkins, a safety on the Eagles soon became a spokesperson for the Eagles, the NFL
Players Association and for the movement. Jenkins did raise a fist in the form of protest
during the playing of the National Anthem. He urged criminal justice reforms such as no
cash bail, felony disenfranchisement, Juvenile housed in the adult system, railed against
mass incarceration and its impact on the African-American community. Chris Leng, an
Eagles defensive end, donated his entire 2017 salary to Charlottesville community groups as
he was a graduate of University of Virginia. Despite no Eagles players taking a knee in



protest, Trump canceled the Eagles’ planned visit to the White House because of the knee
protesters. Jenkins and Long recently appeared at an NLADA event promoting his agenda of
criminal justice reform. The Malcolm Jenkins Foundation and the NFL Players Association
continue to push for these causes.

Our public interest legal community has been active in many of these areas for years. The
Pennsylvania Institutional Law Project (PILP) has litigated against overcrowded prisons and
the evils of mass incarceration for years. They have partnered with National Prison Project,
the law firms of Pepper Hamilton, Schnader Harrison Segal and Lewis, Kairys and Rudovsky
and Dechert in these efforts. The PILP combined with the Brennan Center to remove

the five-year barrier for ex-felon’s voting rights. Former protester attorney and now District
Attorney Larry Krassner has reformed the bail system and eliminated cash bail for many low
level offenses. Community Legal Services has done excellent work on ex-offender
employment issues and reducing the burden of outstanding fines and costs. The Lawyers
for Social Equality have done great work getting hundreds of expungements. The Youth
Sentencing and Reentry Project has been fighting against adult certification for juveniles and
their subsequent placement in adult facilities. The Pennsylvania Innocence Project has been
fighting wrongful convictions for years.

We welcome the ability of our athlete heroes to publicize these issues. As Jenkins mentioned Trending Stories
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